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MONTANA VS. Sam Houston State
2 GameDay Kaimin, Saturday, December 8, 2001
Domination
“ (T h a t c h e r  S z a l a y ) is  a  b a t t l e r , w a r r i o r  a n d  w o r k s  h a r d
B E C A U S E  O F  HIS LO V E O F  F O O TB A L L . H E  HAS T H E  H EA R T, D ES IR E, DETERM INATION.
H e  is  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  I h a v e  e v e r  c o a c h e d . ”
----------  J o e  G l e n n , G r iz z l y  h e a d  c o a c h  ----------
B y  Ia n  C o s t e l l o
It’s not every day that a four-year letter winner in high school tennis is 
referred to as Paul Bunyan by 
a pair o f football players. It’s 
not every day that an 8-year- 
old is sent out in the woods 
with a chain saw. It’s not 
every day that a 295-pound 
offensive lineman outruns 
skill position players in the 
40-yard dash.
Then again, it’s not every 
day that you run into someone 
like Thatcher Szalay.
Szalay has been a starting 
member of the Montana 
offense since his sophomore 
year and now the 6-foot-5, 
295-pound offensive lineman 
from Whitefish is considered 
to be the most legitimate NFL 
prospect playing for the 
Grizzlies.
As the Grizzlies march 
toward another trip to the 
National Championship game, 
the here and now is the only 
thing Szalay wants to talk 
about.
“The main priority is the 
Grizzlies and winning the 
national title,” he says. It’s 
tough to talk to him about 
anything else.
“Everything in his life 
seems to be focused on football 
right now,” Montana head 
coach Joe Glenn says.
Thatcher Szalay has been 
focused for a long time.
His first sport was tennis, a 
game popular with his par­
ents David and Diane, and 
Szalay earned four letters 
playing tennis in high school, 
compared to the two he 
earned on the football field.
Szalay admits his father 
made him play tennis, but he 
always liked the game and 
contends that it made him a ’ 
better football player by 
increasing his foot speed and 
lateral movement. Admittedly 
not a golfer, Szalay maintains 
tennis will be the game he’ll 
be playing in 20 years.
“I had a good time playing 
tennis,” Szalay says. “I’m not 
one o f those guys out in the 
tennis clothes though, I’m 
usually the guy wearing jean 
shorts and no shirt. I don’t 
have a lot o f tennis etiquette.” 
Glenn laughs about 
Szalay*s tennis career but 
says, “people who tease 
Thatcher about playing tennis 
usually don’t tease him for 
very long.”
Long before playing high 
school tennis, Thatcher was 
pushed to excel in life by two 
parents with incredibly hard 
work ethics. The son of a log­
ger, Szalay was working with 
a chain saw as young as eight, 
after he had been working 
with a machete for years.
“My mom is 
a fireball and 
very inspira­
tional to me,” 
Szalay says. 
“My dad 
established 
my work ethic. 
He taught me 
there were 
three ways to 
dominate: 
Mentally, 
physically and 
emotionally.”
Diane 
Szalay has 
made it to 
every game of 
Thatcher’s col­
lege career 
and David has 
made it to all 
o f his home 
games and the 
closer road 
trips. Both 
were in 
Chattanooga 
for last year’s 
National 
Championship 
game.
After letter­
ing in tennis 
as a freshman 
and sopho­
more at 
Whitefish High 
School, Szalay’s 
physical
stature and size led him to the 
football field where he let­
tered twice before coming to 
Missoula to play for the 
Grizzlies.
Standing by the tradition of 
the program, Szalay chose to 
come to the University of 
Montana after a single 
recruiting trip.
“Being born and raised in
Montana, there is no other 
university I would rather play 
for,” Szalay says. “I took one 
trip to UM and knew that’s 
where I wanted to go.”
After seeing spotty action 
on the O-line as a freshman, 
Thatcher moved into a start­
ing position as a sophomore 
and has been there ever since, 
earning three all-conference
selections, 
two All- 
American 
nods and 
serving as 
a captain 
on a team 
that hasn’t 
lost a Big 
Sky
Conference 
game in 
two years.
Szalay 
also is a 
three-time 
All-Big Sky 
academic 
pick, earn­
ing a 3.25 
G.P.A. in 
elementary 
education.
Between 
becoming a 
standout 
for the 
Grizzlies 
and per­
forming 
admirably 
in the 
classroom, 
Szalay has 
found the 
time to 
enjoy the 
college 
experience.
“I’d do 
this over 
again in a heartbeat,” he says. 
“Maybe not the school part, 
but I can say I have never 
skipped a college class.” 
Although Glenn appreci­
ates Szalay’s efforts in the 
class room, he is especially 
quick to extend praise to one 
o f  the best offensive lineman 
in the Big Sky Conference.
“He is a battler, warrior
Szalay pushes back sophomore James White in practice. Mike Cohea/GDK
and works hard because of his 
love o f football,” Glenn says. 
“He is a self-motivated, self 
starter. In one word, he domi­
nates.”
For all the praise you hear 
regarding Szalay from his 
coaching staff he remains rel­
atively quiet.
Glenn likes to tell the story 
o f two Eastern Illinois defen­
sive backs who saw Szalay 
standing near the tunnel 
entrance to the field prior to 
the playoff game last year. As 
the pair walked past Szalay 
and out o f his hearing range, 
but still within Glenn’s, one of 
the DBs asked the other if 
that was Paul Bunyan.
As for Szalay, he doesn’t 
care what other teams think 
o f him and rarely talks to an 
opponent.
“I like to let my pads do the 
talking,” he says.
And talk they have, as 
Szalay was a 1999 recipient of 
the Golden Helmet Award, 
annually given to the 
Grizzlies’ hardest hitter. 
Szalay shared the award that 
year with linebacker Adam 
Boomer.
Szalay starts his game day 
waking up, thinking about 
offensive plays, then some sit 
ups, then a trip to the calen­
dar where he scribbles “kill” 
every Saturday.
Szalay has taken it upon 
him self every week to destroy 
the bulletin board hung in the 
Grizzly locker room that con­
tains all the opponent profiles 
for that week, before the 
Grizzlies hit the field.
“I want to make sure they 
aren’t in our locker room,” he 
says. “Or the tunnel.”
Szalay may be quiet, but 
his actions speak for them­
selves come Saturday. Coach 
Glenn will say Thatcher has a 
chance to compete at the next 
level. But Szalay won’t talk 
about that. All he wants is a 
return trip to the National 
Championship game, this 
time coming home with a win.
Szalay could care less 
about what might happen 
next year, or what might hap­
pen next month, all he can 
think about is the Griz and 
how he can make them a bet­
ter football team.
“He has the heart, desire, 
determination,” Glenn said.
“He is one o f the best I have 
ever coached.”
Not bad for a 6-foot-5 ten­
nis player from Whitefish who 
runs the 40 in under five sec­
onds.
Peel McKinney/GDK
Thatcher Szalay stops Northwestern State’s Quintene Newhouse from  
’ getting to the quarterback.
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Montana vs. Sam Houston State 3
Transfer QB McCown leads feisty Bearkats into Missoula
C arl H ennell 
GameDay Kaimin
Sam Houston State quarter­
back Josh McCown was once the 
starter at divsion I-A Southern 
Methodist. He left for one rea­
son: Tb win a chmpionship.
The Southland’s player of the 
year, McCown, finished the reg­
ular season passing for more 
than 320 yards and three touch­
downs in each of the last four 
games.
Standing 6-feet-4 and weigh­
ing 223 pounds with a cannon 
for an arm and good scrambling 
ability, he has the ability to play 
on Sundays.
“ Ib be very honest, when he 
came (to SHSU) I had no idea he' 
was as athletic as he is,” said 
Bearkat coach Ron Randleman. 
“He’s a prototype NFL quarter­
back.”
McCown transferred from 
division I-A Southern Methodist 
University and engineered the 
nation’s lOth-best passing 
attack after just one year in the 
system. He transferred for one 
reason only: lb  win.
“I had one year (of eligibility) 
left and I wanted to win, so I 
had to make the move,”
McCown said. “Tm so excited 
just to be a part of this, because 
we are actually talking about 
winning and it’s not just blowing 
smoke.”
McCown has completed 229- 
of-379 passes for 3,137 yards, 30 
touchdowns with just eight 
interceptions. He also scrambled 
for 341 yards, adding five touch­
downs.
“He takes some hits, gets 
rocked,” UM coach Joe Glenn 
said of the quarterback with 35 
touchdowns in 12 games. “NAU 
hit him hard, hit him a bunch. 
They kept coming and coming 
and boy, he stands in there real 
tough. And then really showed 
his colors at the end of the 
game.”
McCown completed a 58-yard 
pass with about 30 seconds left 
in the first-round playoff game 
to set up the game-winning field 
goal. It was SHSUs first-ever 
playoff win.
McCown’s favorite target is 
the short but fast Jonathon
Cooper. The 5-foot-6,180-pound 
senior has hauled in 83 passes 
for 1,362 yards and set a 
Southland Conference record 
with 17 TDs. He was 4 catches 
and 80 yards short of breaking 
the two more records.
“He’s the best receiver we’ll 
see this year and we’ve seen 
some good ones.” Glenn said of 
Cooper, who won SHSUs pre­
season strongest man competi­
tion. “I just hope we can hold 
him down, keep him from get­
ting vertical on us and have a 
career day.”
McCown’s second favorite 
target is a senior tight end Keith 
Heinrich (6-6, 266). With 42 
receptions and seven touch­
downs, the first-team all-confer­
ence Heinrich is a prototype 
NFL tight end with soft hands 
and excellent blocking ability.
He boasts comparisons to the 
Kansas City Chiefs’ Tbny 
Gonzalez — they were both part 
of their school’s championship 
basketball and football team.
Senior Matt Buss is the 
receiver who caught last week’s 
58-yarder with around 30 sec­
onds left. He finished that game 
as the Bearkats’ leading receiver 
with 129 yards. Buss is also a 
threat as the holder for field 
goals.
“I love Matt,” McCown said of 
the receiver who moved from 
quarterback last year in order to 
get more playing time. “Being a 
former quarterback he under­
stands what’s going on and talks 
to me and helps me.”
The Bearkats are far from a 
one-dimensional team. Three 
different rushers, including 
McCown, have combined for 
1,637 yards and 15 TDs.
Joe Rauls is the primary 
threat between a pair of talent­
ed running backs. As the power 
back, he has gobbled up 808 
yards and six touchdowns. The 
quicker back, sophomore Willie 
Thomas, averages 5.4 yards per 
carry and has four TDs.
“They’ll run a read-zone 
play,” Glenn said. “The quarter­
back will line up in the shotgun, 
take the snap and hand the ball 
to (Rauls), kind of ride him up. If 
the defensive end is coming in 
after the running back, he’ll pull
it back and run around the end 
on a quarterback keeper. If the 
end works upfield, he’ll go ahead 
and give it to the running back.”
On defense, the Bearkats 
rank 23rd in the nation against 
the run, 30th in total defense 
and 38th in scoring defense. Led 
by their 2000 Southland defen­
sive player of the year, free safe­
ty Keith Davis, SHSU boasts^ 
five three-year lettermen and 
four two-year lettermen.
“The Southland Conference, 
from what we’re seeing, is a 
pack of speed,” UM offensive 
line coach Chad Germer told the 
Missoulian. “These guys are no 
exception.”
With UM’s pair of quarter­
backs dinged up, the Bearkats 
will bring a lot of pressure.
“We’re going to see a lot more 
defense than we saw last week,” 
Glenn said of SHSUs defense 
versus Northwestern State’s. 
“We need some big plays. 
They’re going to come after us 
with pressure, so we’ve got to 
come after them with pressure. 
We’ve got to bum  them deep.”
Scouting Report: Maine vs. Northern Iowa
B r y a n  H a in e s  
GameDay Kaimin
When the powers that be at 
the I-AA offices announced 
that the playoffs would be 
regionalized, the University of 
Maine probably figured that 
they would be playing in the 
East, at least for one game.
Think again.
The Black Bears were sent 
out on the road, but nowhere 
close to the East Coast. 
Instead, they got sent to the 
friendly confines of McNeese 
State right in the heart of 
Texas.
It didn’t matter though, as 
Maine upended McNeese 14-10 
to advance into the quarterfi­
nals for the first time in school 
history. Maine’s prize for being 
one of two teams to win on the 
road last weekend: Another 
cross-country flight, this time
to Cedar Falls, Iowa, where 
the University o f Northern 
Iowa awaits them.
UNI was the other team to 
score a road upset in the first 
round, knocking off Eastern 
Illinois in a shootout, 49-43. It 
was only the second time the 
Panthers have won on the road 
in the playoffs. UNI also bene- 
fitted from the new regional 
playoff format, taking only a 
two-hour bus ride to Eastern 
Illinois’ campus.
Last weekend Maine’s run 
defense gave up 195 yards 
rushing and a touchdown to 
McNeese State’s Vick King, 
but still hung on for the win.
In Northern Iowa’s victory 
over EIU, running back Adam 
Benge rumbled for 177 yards 
and four scores.
Thankfully for the staff at 
GDK, it doesn’t take rocket sci­
ence to see that if Benge gets 
the same kind of yardage
Saturday, the Black Bears will 
be leaving Cedar Falls empty- 
handed.
If Maine is to score the 
upset and make either a 
return trip to the Lonestar 
State or to Missoula, then the 
Black Bears will have to make 
Northern Iowa throw the ball.
UNI signal caller Griff 
Jenkins has come off the bench 
and started the final three 
games of the season and last 
weekend’s playoff game. 
Jenkins has thrown for 679 
yards and three touchdowns. 
The junior lost his starting 
role to freshman Tom Petrie at 
the start the season, but 
regained it when Petrie went 
down with a shoulder sprain at 
Illinois State.
Unlike UNI alum and St. 
Louis Ram Kurt Warner, 
Jenkins doesn’t beat many 
teams with his arm, but may 
have to throw the ball if  the
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Black Bears stack the defen­
sive line to slow down Benge.
The bad news is that the 
Bears’ secondary is also no 
slouch. Last weekend against 
McNeese State, Maine allowed 
just 86 passing yards and 
picked off two passes in the 
process.
Black Bear running back 
Royston English is the focal 
point o f the Maine offensive 
attack. Against McNeese 
State, English ran for 144 
yards and a touchdown on 33 
carries. English has rushed for 
more than 1,100 yards and 
eight touchdowns.
English will have to be 
effective to take some of the 
pressure off of quarterback
Jake Eaton, who struggled 
against McNeese. Eaton com­
pleted only 13 o f 37 attempts 
for 175 yards and a touch­
down. If Maine is able to 
establish the run however, 
that could open up a porous 
Panther secondary, making it 
easier for Eaton to find his 
receivers. Last weekend in its 
win over Eastern Illinois, 
Northern Iowa gave up 386 
yards through the air.
GameDay prediction: 
Although GDK would love to 
call the upset for Maine, it 
won’t happen this year. 
Northern Iowa 24-10.
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Montana
2001 Record • 12-1 Overall, 7-0 Big Sky 
2000 Record • 13-2 Overall, 8-0 Big Sky
Offense
John Edwards or Brandon Neill
Defense
Matt Steinau
Linebacker
6-1,220 senior from El Torro, Calif.
It is clear that Matt Steinau has turned it on. He followed up his 13-tackle, 
defensive-player-of-the-week performance against Idaho with nine stops. 
Steinau also teamed up with Johnnie Peeples Jr. for a critical forced fumble that 
resulted in a touchdown that proved to be the difference against Northwestern 
State. This week, with the high-powered Southland champs in town, the Griz D 
might well be the deciding factor again.
GRIZ OFFENSE V
N u m e r ic a l  R o s t e r
Yohance
Humphery
21
1 Levander Segars FR
2 JonathonTalmage FR
3 Trey Young JR
4 David DeCoite S O
5 John Edwards JR
6 Andy Thompson SO
7 Bret Staninger JR
8 Jefferson Heidelberger FR
9 Kendal Selle FR
10 David Gober FR
11 Vernon Smith S O
13 CalvinColeman SR
14 Brent Meyers S O
14 Demetrious Williams JR
16 Brandon Neill JR
17 Etu Molden SR
18 TJ.Oelkers SR
19 Chris Polhemus FR
20 J.R . Waller FR
21 YohanceHumphery SR
24 Andy Koyama FR
25 Kyle Scfiolle S O
26 Brandon Grant FR
27 Johnnie Peeples JR
28 Tyler Peterson FR
29 Chris Snyder S O
30 Tate Hancock FR
31 Tyler Thomas FR
32 Brandon Malcom S O
33 Joel Rosenberg JR
34 Brad Weston S O
35 TimCrabtree FR
36 Ryan Keltz FR
37 Ciche Pitcher SO
38 Pete Hamill FR
39 Mike Mahoney S O
40 Ike Mincy JR
41 Matt Steinau SR
42 Blake Horgan FR
43 Spencer Frederick SR
44 John Fitzgerald SR
47 Vince Huntsberger SR
48 Dan Orizotti SR
49 Ross Richardson FR
50 Ada Hoge FR
51 Kyler Noel FR
52 Colt Palmer FR
53 Joe Robinson! S O
54 Chris Connors S O
55 Jonny Varona FR
56 Dan DeCoite SR
57 ShaneMacIntyre FR
58 Ben Winn FR
59 Steve O'Neal FR
60 Landon Bradbury FR
61 Brian White FR
62 Derek Decker SO
63 Jory Barefield FR
64 Dylan Brown FR
65 Garth Enger FR
66 Brian Pole JR
67 Jake Pipinich FR
68 Jason Frink FR
70 Lucas Langbehn FR
72 Dylan McFarland SO
73 Thatcher Szalay SR
74 Beau Hart FR
75 Cory Proctor FR
76 Brad Rhodes FR
77 Jon Skinner SO
78 Drew MacQueen FR
81 Rory Zlkmund JR
82 Mark Spencer JR
83 Dane Oliver SO
84 Conor Molloy FR
85 Randyn Akiona JR
86 LaShawn George FR
87 Kevin McCutcheon FR
88 Jeff Renevier SO
89 JaTo n  Simpson FR
90 Curt Colter JR
91 Tim Bush SO
93 Chris Orwig FR
95 John Cahill FR
96 Lance Spencer FR
97 Herbert Fernandez JR
98 Jason Francis SR
99 Alan Saenz FR
C B  5-9 165
W R 6'4' 190
FS 5'10" 195
F S  6‘ 1* 190
QB 6' 1" 200
OLB 6‘ 3" 215
Q B  6'3* 208
W R  5‘9" 165
Q B  6'3' 205
RB 5'9" 175
C B  6 '1‘ 175
CB S' 10“ 189
W R  6 'O' 190
C B  5-11 193
QB 6'3" 220
WR 6 '2 “ 190
WR/Hol. 5' 8" 165
Q B  6 T '  185
RB 5‘8 ' 185
RB 5'11" 190
C B  5'8‘ 180
S S  6' 0* 195
C B  6'0' 180
CB 5'9“ 180
W R 5 T 0 ‘ 170
K/P 6 'O' 190
W R 5 '1 0 ' 170
QB/DB 6'0' 185
RB 5' 10' 175
CB  5 '1 0 ' 185
T E  6' 1 ' 220
Safety 5 T 0 ' 180
Safety 5'10' 175
DE 6' 4" 232
W R 5-11 185
C B  5 '1 0 ' 170
D E 6' 2 ' 220
ILB 6*1" 220
DL 6' 3 ' 260
T E  6' 3 ' 250
T E  6' 2 ' 220
SS 5‘ 11" 190
ILB 5’ 11* 220
DB 5'11' 175
LB 5-11 215
ILB 6 T  200
T E  6'1' 215
LB 5' 11' 240
D E 6' 2 ' 215
DT 6' 3" 270
ILB 6'1* 240
O LB  6'3" 195
T E  6‘4* 225
DL 6'4' 228
DL 5'H* 250
O L 6'2' 265
O G  6' 5" 285
D T  6 T  280
O T  6'4' 260
O C  6'4' 250
O T 6' 4“ 285
O G  6'5' 280
O G  6'4' 260
K/P 5 'H '  170
O T 6' 6” 280
OG 6' 5“ 295
O L  6' 6 ' 250
O T  6'5' 255
O T  6'5* 240
O T 6‘ 7“ 310
O T  6‘4" 260
WR/KOR 5'10" 185
P 6‘5* 190
WR 5'9“ 165
T E  6' 5 ' 215
W R 6 'O' 180
W R 6'2" 185
W R 5-11 160
W R 5 '1 1 ' 175
T E  6‘5 ' 215
DT 6' 2" 285
DE 6‘ 3“ 240
D T 6'4" 240
D T  6' 2 ' 250
DE 6‘3 ' 205
D E 6' 4 ' 225
D T  6' 2" 250
DT 6‘2" 260
Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Anaheim, Calif 
San Diego, Calif. 
Truckee, Calif.
Billings, Mont.
Walla Walla, Wash. 
Missoula, Mont. 
Sacramento, Calif. 
Billings, Mont.
Anaheim, Calif.
San Diego, Calif. 
Niceville, Fla.
Missoula, Mont.
Carson, Calif.
Great Falls, Mont. 
Sacramento, Calif. 
Helena, Mont.
Missoula, Mont. 
Portland, Ore 
Eagle River, Alaska 
Hardin, Mont.
Parker, Colo.
Los Angeles, Calif.
F t Pierce, Fla.
Helena, Mont.
Meade, Wash.
Salina, Kans.
Dillon, Mont.
Santa Ana, Calif. 
Whitefish, Mont. 
Hamilton, Mont.
Denton, Mont.
Missoula, Mont. 
Anaconda, Mont.
Coeur d' Alene, Idaho 
Deer Lodge, Mont. 
Wewahitchka, Fla 
El Toro, Calif.
Spokane, Wash.
Scobey, Mont.
Columbus, Mont.
Libby, Mont 
Butte, Mont.
Butte, Mont.
Bozeman, Mont.
Helena, Mont.
Omaha, Neb.
Kalispell, Mont.
Butte, Mont.
Medical Lake, Wash. 
Truckee, Calif.
Helena, Mont.
Darby, Mont.
Laurel, Mont.
Littleton, Colo.
Tacoma, Wash. 
Ballantine, Mont. 
Missoula, Mont.
Miles City, Mont.
Bothell, Wash.
Helena, Mont.
Bozeman, Mont.
Post Falls, Idaho 
Deer Park, Wash. 
Kalispell, Mont. 
Whitefish, Mont.
Lake Oswego, Ore.
Gig Harbor, Wash. 
Bellingham, Wash.- 
Dillon, Mont.
Pottersville, N.J. 
Harlowton, Mont. 
Fallbrook, Calif. 
Monmouth, Ore.
Helena, Mont.
Waipahu, Hawaii 
Anaheim Hills, Calif. 
Helena, Mont.
Corona, Calif.
Bellflower, Calif.
Hysham, Mont.
Kellogg, Idaho 
Prairie Village, Kans. 
Billings, Mont.
Malta, Mont.
San Diego, Calif 
Spokane, Wash.
Newport Beach, Calif.
Spencer Frederick 43
After missing the last 3 
games with a knee 
injury, the tank from 
Scobey should be back 
In the lineup against 
Sam Houston State. 
With UM ’s tight ends 
back at full strength, 
look for the offense to 
utilize their size and 
strength more often.
GRI2 DEFENSE VI
Vince
Huntsberger
47
Peeples 27
Th e  first half of last 
week's game was less 
than spectacular for J.P. 
Jr. As the Griz defense 
gears up to face the 
Southland Conference’s 
top passer, G D K  hopes 
the UM  secondary is 
past its playoff jitters and 
ready to get business 
done.
Johnnie
Peeples
27
Andy
Thompson
6
Curt
Colter
90
Quarterbacks
As G D K  went to press Wednesday the Montana quar­
terback situation was still uncertain. Starter John 
Edwards did not practice Monday or Tuesday after re- 
injring his ribs early in last week's game with 
Northwestern State. Junior Brandon Neill took the 
snaps, but was nursing a knee injury suffered while cel­
ebrating a Griz touchdown in the same game. One thing 
is clear Whoever starts Saturday, UM could use some 
leadership and good execution from the Q B  position.
T.J.
Oelkers
18
WR
Rory
Zikmund
81
WR
Dylan
MacFarland
72 D
Thatcher
Szalay
73 G
RB QB
John
Edwards
5
OR
Brandon
Neill
16
Brian
Pelc
66 C
G
Derek
Decker
62
Jon
Skinner
77 E3
WR
Dane
Oliver
83
WR
Etu
Molden
17
CB
Ciche
Pitcher
37
DE
DT
Dan
DeCoite
56
LB
LB
SS
LB
Matt
Steinau
41
FS
Trey
Young
3
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Montana vs. Sam Houston State 5SHS Defense
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Mark
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2
DE
Trent
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31
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Along with Keith Davis, 
Randall was one of only 
two defensive Bearkats 
to gain first-team all-con­
ference honors. He fin­
ished the season with 
seven Q B  sacks, 50 
tackles, two fumble 
recoveries and a 
blocked punt. Not too 
shabby.
CB
Courtney
Boston
17
i. s h s  Offense
WR
Jonnathon
Cooper
8
TE
Keith
Heinrich
89
Matt
Powers
70
Billy
Williams
76
Travis
Maxey
72
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Pfifer
77
Chase
Denton
61
QB
Josh
McCown
12
Cooper 8
J .C . leads Division l -A A  in 
touchdown receptions 
with 17 and grabbed a 
school record 78 catches 
for 1,304 yards in the reg­
ular season, just four 
receptions shy of the 
Southland* s record.
Rum or is, the diminutive 
receiver lifted three times 
his own body weight in a 
preseason fitness test.
RB
Joe
Rauls
32
WR
Corey
Zeno
80
WR
Matt
Buss
14
Sam Houston State
2001 Record • 10-2 Overall, 5-1 Southland 
2000 Record • 7-4 Overall, 4-2 Southland
Offense
Defense
Josh McCown
Quarterback
6-4, 223 senior from Jacksonville, Texas
McCown, a transfer senior from SM U, was named the Southland 
Conference's player of the year this season after leading the SFL  with 
2,884 yards passing and 29 T D  passes. One of 16 finalists for the Walter 
Payton Award, McCown leads six Bearkats named first team all-confer­
ence. In SHS's passing attack his favorite targets are tight end Keith 
Heinrich and wide receiver Jonathon Cooper.
Keith Davis
Free Safety
6-0,197 senior from Italy, Texas
Keith, who plays alongside his brother and fellow starting safety Dejaun, 
was the Southland’s defensive player of the year in 2000. He is also a 
four-year starter at free safety and is fourth all-time in tackles at Sam 
Houston State. The native of Italy (Italy, Texas, that is) has six career 
interceptions and six career fumble recoveries. He tallied 93 stops this 
season and will have to be major factor if the Southland co-champs are 
to be successful in Missoula.
N u m e r ic a l  R o s t e r
1 Robert Herron DB 6-1 175 Fr San Antonio,Tex.
2 Mark Hughes DB 5-9 164 Fr Arlington, Tex.
3 Alex S t  Peter K  6-1 191 J r  Denver, C O
4 DeJuan Davis DB 6-0 200 So Italy, Tex.
5 Keith Davis DB 6-0 197 Sr Italy, Tex.
6 Travis Tobaden Q B 6-4 202 Fr Red Oak, Tex.
7 Robert Stephenson Q B 6-3 215 Sr Houston, Tex.
8 Jonathon Cooper WR 5-8 180 Sr LaMarque, Tex.
9 Michael Peel Q B  6-1 197 So Spring Branch, Tex.
10 Brian Null Q B  6-0 214 Sr Elgin, Tex.
11 P. J . Traylor LB 6-2 206 Sr Irving, Tex.
12 Josh McCown QB 6-4 223 Sr Jacksonville, Tex.
13 Daniel Michalik Q B  6-3 175 Fr Bartlett, Tex.
14 Matt Buss WR 5-11 180 Sr Katy, Tex.
15 Marcus Carter W R 6-2 200 J r  Rusk, Tex.
17 Courtney Boston DB 5-10 175 Jr  Trinity, Tex.
18 RyanBisetti P 6-1 197 Sr Longview, Tex.
19 Neil Clements W R 6-0 185 J r  ElMaton, Tex.
20 Eric Brown RB 5-9 221 So Garland, Tex.
21 Michael Williams DB 5-9 164 Fr Sweeny, Tex.
22 Cory Crawford W R 6-1 185 Fr Houston, Tex.
23 Maurice Harris RB 5-9 188 So Aldine, Tex.
24 Robert Garmon DB 5-9 180 Fr Tyler, Tex.
25 Willie Thomas RB 5-10 173 So Childress, Tex.
28 Larry Johnson DB 6-2 190 Fr Galveston, Tex.
29 Matt Ellis W R 6-0 175 Fr Gladewater, Tex.
30 Andre Mills DB 6-0 185 Fr Tyler, Tex.
31 Trent Taylor DL 6-2 245 Sr Rosebud, Tex.
32 Joe Rauls RB 5-8 201 J r  Waco, Tex.
33 Carl Henderson DB 5-8 184 J r  Humble, Tex.
34 Jermaine Gasaway RB 5-6 155 So Houston, Tex.
35 Joey Price K 5-10 190 Fr Port Neches, Tex.
36 T. J. Dibble LB 6-0 206 So Keller, Tex.
37 Kevin Mohr DE 6-3 245 Jr  Houston, Tex.
38 Jackie Brown DB 6-1 190 Fr Killeen, Tex.
39 Rusty Claxton RB 5-9 230 J r  Bay City, Tex.
40 Charrod McCullough RB 5-6 202 Jr  Jacksonville, Tex.
41 Paul Donelson LB 5-11 210 Fr New Waverty, Tex.
42 Tommy Tull LB 6-1 230 Sr Groesbeck, Tex.
43 David Dickerson DB 5-11 172 Fr Sugar Land, Tex.
45 Ryan Kleiber LB 6-1 238 Sr Schulenburg, Tex.
46 Aaron Schomerus LB 6-0 . 220 Fr Tyler, Tex.
47 Andrew Higham DB 6-0 194 So New Caney, Tex.
48 Michael Baston LB 6-0 243 So Conroe, Tex.
49 Troy Phipps LB 5-10 226 So Coldspring, Tex.
50 James Turner DL 6-2 275 So Elkins, Tex.
51 Jack Lowe DL 6-2 220 Fr Celina, Tex.
52 Marcus Mikulec D E 6-2 210 Fr Canton, Tex.
53 JohnGuseman DL 6-4 295 J r  Lake Jackson, Tex.
54 Billy Smith LB 5-9 203 Fr Madisonville, Tex.
55 Steve Izevbizua O L  6-2 315 Fr Houston, Tex.
56 Brian Starr LB 5-11 229 Sr Bryan, Tex.
57 Cassius Johnson LB 5-11 210 J r  Marlin, Tex.
58 Jamarcus Morrow LB 6-0 200 Fr Marshall, Tex.
59 Lance Mutschink LB 6-1 225 Fr Giddings, Tex.
60 Abrahim Sameei O L  6-3 270 Fr Friendswood, Tex.
61 Chase Denton OL 6-5 310 J r  Houston, Tex.
62 Steven Holliman O L  6-5 308 Fr Rockdale, Tex.
63 B. J. Terry O L  6-3 290 J r  Lake Jackson, Tex.
64 Broderick Richardson O L  6-1 275 So Galveston, Tex.
67 Brian Welbom D E 6-4 215 Fr Austin, Tex.
68 Jason Carr O L  6-3 276 J r  Sealy, Tex.
69 Mark Malunowe D E 6-1 235 Fr Richland, Tex.
70 Manpowers OL 6-4 297 Fr Crosby, Tex.
72 Travis Maxey OL 6-1 285 So Waco, Tex.
73 Josh Offield O L  6-6 295 Fr Richland, Tex.
75 Will Smith O L  6-4 330 Fr Willis, Tex.
76 Billy Williams O L  6-3 329 J r  Marshall, Tex.
77 Milton Phiter OL 6-3 290 Fr Grand Prairie, Tex.
78 Chris Louvier O L  6-5 285 Fr Dayton, Tex.
79 Jonathan Green D E 6-1 250 Fr Fairfield, Tex.
80 Corey Zeno WR 5-11 185 Fr DeSoto, Tex.
81 Corey Roberts WR 6-5 210 Fr Carthage, Tex.
82 Ronnie Thomas W R 5-9 172 Sr Houston, Tex.
83 Vincent Cartwright WR 6-4 215 Fr Shelbyville, Tex.
84 Tashumbrae Brown T E  6-4 265 So Dallas, Tex.
85 Devin Coleman T E  6-3 255 Jr  Somerville, Tex.
86 Jed Henke T E  6-5 232 Sr Halletsville, Tex.
87 Craig Welbom D E 6-4 220 Fr Austin, Tex.
88 Desmond Watson W R 6-2 210 Fr Marlin, Tex.
89 Keith Heinrich TE  6-6 266 Sr Tomball.Tex.
90 Kelvin Randall DT 6-2 265 J r  Alief, Tex.
91 Steven Hagler DL 6-3 250 Fr Brackettville, Tex.
92 Reginald Reddick DT 6-2 290 Sr Dallas, Tex.
94 Miguel Oquendo D T  6-3 295 Fr Round Rock, Tex.
96 Stephen Murray D E 6-2 270 Sr Hazlehurst, Miss.
98 Trail Crowson DL 6-3 265 Fr San Antonio, Tex.
99 Josh Moody D T  6-3 240 Jr  Harlingen, Tex.
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Around the I-AA: M o u n t a i n e e r s , G S U  r e n e w  t o u g h e s tR IVALRY  SO U T H  O F  T H E  M A SO N -D lX O N  L IN E
Peet McKinney/GDK
Tight end Davin White can’t believe the Demons lost.
Chad Dundas 
GameDay Kaimin
You don’t have to be 
Nostradamus to know what to 
expect when the Appalachian 
State Mountaineers and Georgia 
Southern Eagles kick it off in 
Statesboro, Ga., on Saturday: A 
no frills, Southern-fried bar fight.
These two schools are gritty, 
down-home rivals from the 
Southern Conference with a tra­
dition of recent tussles that 
would put the Hatfields and 
McCoys to shame. Whenever 
they get together, fans should 
expect a nail-biting brawl 
between two steady ground-ori­
ented offenses.
In 1999, the Mountaineers 
toppled the seemingly unbeatable 
Eagles 17-16 in Boone, N.C., dur­
ing conference play, prompting 
students to rush the field and 
tear down both their own goal­
posts.
In 2000, GSU squeaked past 
ASU 34-28 while on its way to 
the team’s second straight 
national title. The Mountaineers 
came within a play of a champi­
onship game rematch with the 
Eagles before losing in overtime
in Missoula.
In the teams’ regular-season 
meeting this season, Georgia 
Southern got the best of ASU, 
hammering out a 27-18 victory 
Oct. 13.
It should come as no surprise 
to UM fans that the 
Mountaineers love a good fight, 
and that the team seemed confi­
dent and excited about the 
prospect of a postseason rematch 
with the Eagles.
“They say you don’t get too 
many second chances, but it looks 
like we get one and I can taste it,” 
said Mountaineer senior line­
backer Justin Seavems. “Last 
year we came close to winning a 
national championship. But close 
doesn’t count. This year, I want to 
go all the way.”
If there are legitimate title 
hopes in Boone, ASU got off to a 
good start by drubbing Atlantic- 
10 co-champs William & Mary 
40-27 in the first round of the I- 
AA tournament. Tailback Jimmy 
Watkins shredded the Tribe’s 
defense for 216 yards and four 
touchdowns.
Meanwhile, the Eagles over­
came some first-half troubles to
crush Florida A&M 60-35. Adrian 
Peterson rushed for 153 yards 
and two touchdowns on 20 car­
ries while quarterback J.R. 
Revere proved GSU can also get 
it done through the air with a 
season-high 161 passing yards.
“I think it shocks everybody 
whenever we throw the ball,” 
Revere said. “I guess that’s the 
beauty of our offense.”
The win moved the Eagles to a 
staggering 26-0 in postseason 
games at Paulson Stadium. 
They’ve also never lost in the first 
round of the playoffs (13-0) and 
currently have a 38-game home 
winning streak, which ties the 
record set by, who else, Georgia 
Southern from 1985 to 1990.
Since Paulson Stadium 
opened in 1984, the Eagles are 
118-11 at home. However, if any 
team is going to make history 
against GSU, it’s App. State.
GDK prediction: Board up the 
windows. Get the kids and the 
chickens down into the root cel­
lar. After an overtime slugfest, 
the App. State Mountaineers do 
us all a favor and bounce the 
Eagles from the playoffs 20-17.
No prediction yet on if head coach 
Jerry Moore will stand at mid- 
field and holler: “We shocked the 
world! We shocked the world!” 
Lehigh at Furman 
Dr. Warren I. Hammer of 
ChiroWeb.com writes that the 
medial collateral ligament — 
which extends from the upper- 
inside surface of the tibia to the 
bottom-inside surface of the 
femur and prevents the knee 
joint from medial instability — is 
the most frequently injured liga­
ment of the knee.
We bet that right now, both 
the Lehigh Mountain Hawks and 
Furman Paladins wish Dr. 
Hammer would have told them 
that sooner.
Both Lehigh and Furman limp 
into the I-AA quarterfinal, each 
team without its best player due 
to, you guessed it, MCL injuries.
Lehigh — Patriot league 
champ and perennial I-AA 
Cinderella — got by Hofstra in 
overtime in the first round, but
lost leading wide receiver and 
Patriot League offensive player of 
the year Josh Synder in the 
process.
Synder, who amassed 74 
catches for 1,241 yards and 12 
touchdowns in the regular sea­
son, tore his MCL in the first half 
against the Pride and will miss 
the rest of the postseason.
In Synder’s absence, sopho­
more Mike Sutton will be asked 
to become the go-to guy for quar­
terbacks Luke Ciannello and 
Brant Hall: Hall, a senior from 
Owings Mills, Md., was the 
Mountain Hawks’ starter for 
much of the year but was 
benched after being ineffective 
against Hofstra.
Ciannello was Mariano 
Rivera-esque in relief, completing 
13 of 19 passes for 249 yards and 
two touchdowns.
Still, it remains to be seen if 
Lehigh can be as effective with 
its principle offensive weapon on 
the IR.
Good thing for Lehigh that 
Furman will also be without its 
meal ticket. Uber-tailback Louis 
Ivory sprained his MCL on 
Furman’s game-winning touch­
down drive in a 24-20 first-round 
victory over Western Kentucky.
Ivory, recipient of last season’s 
Payton Award, rushed for 170 
yards in the game before the 
injury.
Ivory, who at times has been 
Furman’s entire offensive attack, 
will sit out against Lehigh and 
it’s unknown how the Paladins 
will play without him.
Sophomore Lamar Rembert 
will likely replace Ivory. Fullback 
A1 Means, who scored the game­
winning touchdown in the fourth 
quarter against WKU, will also 
get more touches.
Furman has never displayed 
much of a passing game — QB 
Billy Napier struggled against 
WKU and has only thrown for 
more than 200 yards once in his 
career — and so the game-break­
ing question for the Paladins will 
be how Rembert and Means are 
able to shoulder the load with 
Ivory out.
GDK prediction: Lehigh 
might keep ’er close, but will 
crumble before the final whistle. 
28-17, Furman. Does it really 
matter? Facing either Lehigh or 
an Ivory-less Furman translates 
into a big fat bye into the finals 
for either George South or App. 
State. Sorry, but it’s true.
& FUN CENTER
Party Poker Run" Bus 6 p.m. -10:30 p.m.!
Karaoke By Crystal Clear 
D!1®i?8(s130 © [!!i w ® §  m m k  f  “A t y ®
i  Mi C L m IAW f lw i P f l l i y  (fivers c i  ^ W liJ vu L J
Also...Thunder Ally Bowling on the lanes foi 
anyone interested
Call Westside Lanes for more information 
721-5263 •1615 Wyoming, Missoula
1AI1GATE PARTY HEADQUARTERS
On the Way to the National Championship
over 90 Micros - 130 domestics - 4 0  Imports
2105 S.Higgins 
728-2575
Prices good only at this location
DESCHUTES 6 PK $5.99 
MOLSON CANADIAN 12 PK $7.99 
KOKANEE 12 PK $7.99
BUD 18 PK $11.99 
RED BULL & AMP 3 FOR $5 
__________ CORNDOGS 390_________
PHONE CARDS 1 cent per minute!! 
MAKES A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT! 
^5, $10, AND $20 CARDS AVAILABLE
TTIh o
Voted Best 
Movie Theatre
Movies with free popcorn 
Beer a  Wine Available
Live Events at the Wilma 
• Club Boxing •
Wednesday Nights ~  D o o r 6 :3 0  Fast Bel 7pm
First Night Missoula with Rob Quist •
Dec
• New Years atffdarianhe's •
The Restaurant at the Wilma
> A  5pm -  2 m
New Yeats at the Green Room fit Red Light Ba 
The D a n c ^ B a n t  the Wilina
8pm - 4:30am L .
Liquor bar S e rv icfC )\
Dinner and a Movie? W  
/hit Marine's ̂ ’
The Green R p o i^  
et^d U gh tB ar
Shop 
Where Coach 
Joe Shops
| We 
Aren’t 4 
called the 
beer depot 
for
7 nothin’!
For Shoftimes fflAeEvenB CaD 728-2521 *  K ;
i :  r yl VM iH UulBrc at WWWjDKnflnld«|Oni S
fy^iontana's Largest Christmas Stare!
FEATURED GIFT SALE ITEM
12/6 through 12/9/01
SIMMONS REDLINE 
BINOCULARS
Poro Prisim Design with coated lenses 
10x50 or 12x50
Reg. $66.95
Sale Price
* 2 9 081
Midland F-20 Pair 
•14 channels* 38 codes
Reg. $99.95
Sale
98 0  
Midland 75-509 Pail' 
•14 channel^-Reg.$7 9 .9 $ 
Sale
, 3 8 BB
Midland 75-507 Singly 
• 14 channels- Reg. $ 8 9 .9 j s ^ J *  
Sale
$ 2 g s 8
Midland 75-507C2 PaiT
•14 channels- Reg. $159.95
Sale
Merchandise limited to stock on hand!
K2 FREEDOM 7 4 OR 
7 / 4 W SKIS
• High performance, all m ountain
Reg. $500.00
Sale
*2& 8BB 1 * 3 9 9 BB
R X IG E RK2 FREEDOM 4 / 4 SKIS
ĝnHS5oediate al1 mountain ski DRIVE PLUS BIHDIH^j
SaleW' j So/e°°”
* 1 8 9 BB<
ENTIRE STOCK OF KNIVES
± 2 0 % - S B % O f f
K2 FREEDOM 6/3 SKIS
• Recreational all m ountain
Reg. $300.00
Sale
* 1 2 9 BB\
SO % o il
"Excludes Snow Camo
COHGRATUIATIOMS!
■ laylen T^ggar  ̂age | |
Hamilton, MontanaENTIRE STOCK OF 
WINTER GLOVES
2 % % - 5 B % O f f
Sugg, retail
THERM ASILK LQj 
UNDERWEAR FO 
MEN A W OM EN!
Crew & Scoopneck 
Shirts or Pants
Reg. $35.00
Sale
I 9 B 0 0 Teffamar .<<,,ThennasilK ‘excluding The North Face & Columbia
X-TREM E SPORTS MERRELL ALPINE MOC^)
Youth PSacfBoots -  Reg. $59.95  W ^ N  M en's & W om en's
Insulated m oc- Reg. $74.95
Sale
SALOMON 
KNOBBY SLIDE
M en's & W om en's ^ ^ E  
Casual clog
Reg. $59.95
Sale
NIKE AIR VISI HAVOC
W om en's Aftersport
Reg.
_  Sale * 4 0 "  ’
FOX R IV E R M IU S  SOCK SALE -  NOT QUITE PERFECT
rOUTH SKI SOCKS ADULT SKI SOCKS HEAVY-WEIGHT EXTRA HEAVY- 
ieg. $5.00  Reg. $7.00 BOOT SOCKS a WEIGHT BOOT
Sale M L  Sale M  Reg*70° H  socks  I k
* 2 BB W  * 0 * * 1 1  V  Sale* i f
M en's & W om en's
Pac Boot Lace-up -  Reg. $69.95
Sale * 5 0 * 0 0 1
X-TREM E SPORTS
M en's & W om en's
Pac Boot Zip front -  Reg. $69.95
Sale * 3 B $ M
:inancing Available
12 months same as cash qac
MISSOULA • 728-3220 • 3015 Paxson 
9 -9  Daily, 9 -6  Sat., 10-6 Sun. 
HAM ILTON • 363-6204 • 1120 N. 1ST 
9 -8  Daily, 9 -6  Sat., 10-4 Sun.
& Sons
SPORTING GOODSBobWards.com\
OSINMONS
MIDLAND FRS RADIOS -  NOW ON SALE!
IQ SKI it SKI BINDING PACKAGE SUB!
W ITH MARKER M7.1 
SC BINDINGS
Reg. $790.00
Sale
* 3 4 9 ° °
RUGERM77 RIFLES! 
BLUED STEEL W ITH 
WOODSTOCK OR 
STAINLESS STEEL W ITH 
SYNTHETIC STOCKf
Reg. $649.00
Sale
ENTIRE STOCK OF 
CAMOUFLAGE ^  
CLOTHING AND PACKSl
EGO it FOXXY WINTER 
JACKETS FOR KIDS
4-6x/7 Reg. $60.00 
Sale
jt a m p
8-14 Reg. $75.00
SaleT jtK hap
BOB HMD
Hunting & Fishing 
Licenses Available
8 Montana vs.Sam Houston State
Division l-AA Championship
Montana* (1) 
Northwestern State
Sam Houston State*
Northern Arizona
McNeese State*
Maine
Eastern Illinois* (4)
Northern Iowa
Georgia Southern* (2)
Florida A&M
Appalachian State*
William & Mary
Lehigh*
Hofstra
Furman* (3)
Western Kentucky
Montana* (1)
Sam  Houston State
Maine
Northern Iowa*
Georgia Southern* (2)
Appalachian State
Lehigh
Furman* (3)
* —  Denotes host institution
Finley Stadium/ 
Davenport Field 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Dec. 21,2001
National Champion
E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e :
G a m e  D a y  Kaim in is a free football program  put together b y the staff of the 
M ontana Kaim in, the student n ew spaper of the University of M ontana. It’s stu­
dents writing about students. D on't be fooled by imposters. If you have  a su g­
gestion or would just like to drop us a  line, w e 'd  appreciate it. Call 243 -4310. 
W e ’re listening.
— C h a d  D undas
BOOKSTORE
at THE UNIVERSITY of MONTANA
w w w . m o n t a n a g r i z z l i e s . c o m
Gam eDay Kaimin Sta ff
GD
K
Ed ito r : C o n t r ib u t o r s : C o p y  C h ie f :
C had  Dundas  Ian C o s t e l l o , J e s s ie  C hildress
B ryan Haines  Ph o t o  Ed ito r :
Managing  Ed ito r : Ca r l  h e n n e l l  Pe e t  Mc Kinney
C o u r tn e y  Low ery
TH
E
W E U l l M X
CB.IZZIIES
In the stadium|at our University Center store, or online, 
The Bookstore isyour^m irceTor everything Grizzly.
